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2a)l3 This action is FINAL, 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-3, 13-17, and 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ferris et al. (WO 99/04568). 

Claim 1, Ferris discloses an electronic response device (Fig, 3, el. 417; Fig. 4- 
6) other than a personal computer, the response device configured for interactively 
responding to programming over a standard communication system (see Fig. 3), the 
response device comprising: 

a user input mechanism (Fig. 5, el. 622); 

means for controlling (input controller 61 1) a user's input of a program 
identifier code for a program (PDUID) and a user identifier code (HUUID) (page 13, 
3^^ paragraph); 
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a central processing unit (microprocessor 607) for processing the program 
identifier code, the user identifier code, and response data a user has entered into 
the user input mechanism; 

a power source (inherently must have); and 

a transmitter connected to the CPU (603 and 614). 

Claim 2, Ferris further discloses wherein the input mechanism is selected 
from the group consisting of a keypad and voice recognition apparatus (Fig. 5, el. 
622; page 15, 5^ paragraph); 

the transmitter comprises a two-way paging device (Fig. 5, el. 603; page 18; 
2"'' paragraph); and the communication system comprises a two-way paging system 
(page 12; 3"* paragraph). 

Claim 3, Ferris further discloses wherein the input mechanism is selected 
from the group consisting of a key pad and voice recognition apparatus (Fig. 5, el. 
622; page 15, 5"^ paragraph); 

Claim 13, method claim is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 1, Ferris 
further discloses collecting and processing the data at a central location (page 15, 1^' 
paragraph; page 24, 1**-3^'' paragraph). 
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Claim 14, Ferris further discloses sending the processed data to a presenter 
of the program for viewing (page 15, 1®* paragraph and page 24, 3^^ paragraph). 

Claim 15, Ferris further discloses having the presenter of the program 
respond to the audience center (interactive story line; page 9, 4^ paragraph). 

Claim 16, Ferris further discloses wherein the program is selected from the 
group consisting of radio broadcast, a television broadcast... (page 10, 8^ 
paragraph). 

Claim 17 is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 20, Ferris discloses a system for receiving and processing responses 
to programming comprising; 

Providing a program identifier (PDUID) for a program being presented (page 
13, 3'"* paragraph); 

Providing a user input device other than a personal computer (Fig, 3, el. 417; 
Fig. 4-6); 

Having an audience member input response data into the user input device 
(Fig. 5, el. 622; page 15, l^^and 5^ paragraph); 

Transmitting the program identifier and the response data associated with a 
user identifier over a standard communication system (page 12; 3^^ paragraph).; 
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Collecting and processing the program identifier and the response data (page 
15, 1^* paragraph; page 24, 1®^-3''' paragraph); 

Routing the response data to a program presenter (interactive story line; page 
9, 4^ paragraph). 

Claim 21 , Ferris further discloses having the presenter respond to the 
audience member (interactive story line; page 9, 4^ paragraph). 

Claim 22, Ferris further discloses wherein the program is selected from the 
group consisting of radio broadcast, a television broadcast... (page 10, 8^ 
paragraph). 

Claim 23 is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Ferris et al. (WO 



99/04568). 
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Claim 4, Ferris further discloses wherein the input mechanism is selected 
from the group consisting of a key pad and voice recognition apparatus (Fig. 5, el. 
622; page 15, 5^ paragraph); 

Ferris does not disclose the transmitter is configured to call telephone 
numbers each of the telephones numbers having been associated with a response 
to the program; and the communication system comprises a plain old telephone 
system. 

Official Notice is taken that having a remote control with integrated modem 
with associated call number for communication purpose using of a plain old 
telephone system is notoriously well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Ferris to have an integrated modem built in the handheld device so to provide 
to user an alternative way to communicate with the service provider beside of the 
two-way paging network. 

Claims 5 and 6 Ferris further disclose wherein the input mechanism, is 
selected from the group consisting of a key pad and voice recognition apparatus 
(Fig. 5, el. 622; page 15, 5^ paragraph); 

Ferris does not disclose the transmitter comprises a wireless internet protocol 
device, and the communication system comprises an Internet protocol systems; 
wherein the internet protocol system further communicate with a telecommunication 
system. 
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Official Notice is taken that fiaving a remote control with integrated wireless 
modem for communication purpose through Internet in which the Intemet network is 
in communication with a telecommunication network is notoriously well known In the 
art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Ferris to have an integrated wireless modem 
built in the handheld device so to provide to user an alternative way to communicate 
with the service provider through Internet network beside of the two-way paging 
network. 

Claim 18 is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 
Claim 24 is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ferris et al. 
(WO 99/04568) in view of Yoshinobu et al. (US 5721 584). 

Claim 7, Ferris does not dearly disclose an indicator for indicating the 
connection status of the electronic response device to a communication system; 
however, Ferris shows activities (alert with flashing. led 10), during. connectivity (page 
22, 6*" paragraph). 

Yoshinobu discloses an indicator for indicating the connection status of the 
electronic response device to a communication system (Col. 12, lines 22-30 and col. 
18, lines 1-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Ferris with Yoshinobu so to provide 
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to user a way to detect the condition (Connect or Not connect) of the communication 
process between two communication devices. 

4, Claims 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over Ferris et al. in 
view of Lewis et al (US 5303042). 

Claim 25, Ferris does not clearly disclose the audience member log into a 
remote computer system before inputting data into the user input device; However, 
the users log on the keypad device (page 25, 3^^ and 4*^ paragraph). 

Lewis discloses the audience member log into a remote computer system 
before inputting data into the user input device. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Ferris with Lewis so that the remote computer able to track all viewer 
currently log on the system (Col. 8, lines 25-45). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s)of rejectloD presei^ted in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7305. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAJR onJy. 



For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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